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St,I | ,late< ^ by Irvlng HoWer review oi "Perjury" i n Times A/9/78) 
Lipoid soldiers, famous legal affairs never die, but t unlike 
th||nilitary they don't fade away either* As this review shows, 
fnnLijs trlals and sellar events have a Lazarus-like capacity 
icing revived many ys years later. In this case* much new" 
have become available, so that in a sense the easel, 
retried. What an odd fellow Hiss seems to bel I wouldlov* 
*ow what really happened, but that does not seem tobe 

n0W * cxc ®rpt from a good and fair review ral*es' r tt«r*j 

ll i®‘csting points, at leastj 

1 FBX ' 8 Zeal to trach down Hiss was not excessive} " 

inl<4d, for at least three years it did nothing at all. Then the 

'lit U t0 nn<3 ^ typ€WrIter wcre wholl y unsuccessful; as 1 






rC wf 1 itp th ® raachI «e would have been found without belated 
bj|ted" help from Hiss himself, one mystery that has not been 
cxflined is Just why Hiss did not destroy the machine. " *** 



m 






m 



ini 



the JFK assassination, the FBI appears to have been easil^f 
[ 6d and lncurl °us. Presumably so much depended upon Hoover'.* 
Hi a «*ssment of the importance of a particular event, that 
P uch energy could be expended unless he was wild about It, 

|* ln thc HIss affair* this was three years after the 
|ations of Hiss' treachery reached the bureau the trail was 

larallel with the JFK assassination involves,' T 
[principle manifesting Itself differently. Hoo^fver 
jacket: nice, Ja, nice — deylded for reasons best known to 
j*f that Lee HO was a loner and that there were was no great 
{racy. Having done this and having found that the V.C. 

||f VUh hlm * he dld not bother t0 so ive the case. Ttere would; 
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th^f the assassination called for an intellectual as well as a 
anC * solution. Lacking that, people would inevitably 

se ljf such solutions for themselves, and in seeking them would 
inlfitably come to see the FBI as opposing any solution. In such 
S opposition must suggest a w conspiracy. M There was 

n #ch conspirady for the good reason that as far as J. Edgar 
hence the FBI* was concerned the case was k ^solved#* 
lack of imagination and intellectual inadequacy meant that 
Bl* who h actually had "solved" the case through the elforts^ 
s ballistics people* did not bother to consider the meaning 
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i«Ir own discoveries, whichwere that JFK had been shot with a 
not K J 

that could na/have been aimed at him. However, In Hoover* s • 



*° one was encouraged to raise awkward or teasing questions. , >[ 

J was the quickest way to some distant FBI office for the res 

\ . ■ ‘ i 

sur career. Until Hoover sicked them In, the FBI did not j 
about Hiss, and, unless he became concerned, I am sure it 
never have entered the head of his ballistics people ito ask 
^ed questions or to proffer unwanted answees to hypothetical 
t'ions. 
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ies not seem wholly unfair to ascribe a good deal of the ' r ^ ' 



|quent turmoil surrounding the assassination to Hoover* s 
|nal limitations. His success with the Warren C. went a 
| Way to creating 
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an atmosphere of suspi; ion. Interestingly^ 
agh, once Hoover became Interested in the Hiss affair,' Hoover =•? j. 



inued to spy on him and his friends in a perseverative and 



letive manner. 
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The ||servatIons on the dubious quality of the psychiatric % 

CVl<,Cn f| 1S ° f 0tM 9rcat irt ^ st significance. Carl Binger end 
Henry l||ray were both very well known, Murray from Harvard 

invent^ |the TAT, yet their evidence was both dubious, and, as Ithe 
amus in® | tory about Binger shows, easily refuteable. 

The eaj| 19£0s was a time when dynamic psychiatrists were taking 

themse lr and thelr actlvltl8a vey y seriously. One of the era^»fr^ 
what be called " pan-psychiatry" ushered in by the experiences T 

of especially, I suspect, the Nuremberg trials. , 

1 W ° nd f| ,heth<r the remarkabla disinterest in the psychiatric^ U* 
testimej^ at the W.C. may not have been rooted in the poor ' 

Perf0rn f| e ° f thC psychIatrlc witnesses in the Hiss case? 
- Un, “ k f| h * PWhlatrlc vttnmm. had „„„ to n,uch Important' , 
Inf0rm W n ab0Ut Ue Harvey Oswald, and their observations 
combine||ith those of Hoover* s gunsmith-ballistic experts made -4^ 
o|||he whole senseless business. They apparently noted that ^*4# 
LHO lik«||JFK and hated women (as subsequent research has 

|tantiated). I think one even suggested that LHO might thive 4 ® 

f’ 8 hcad frora th ® back ioohed like his (o*s) mother .rwhat 
jatrists did not know was that LHO , when sighting his 4. 

had t0 be alnin 9 at the very feminine head of Jackie 
f cret L testimony, on July 9, 1964, three psychttrists told i; , 
Sat LO*s fury was at women, not at men, and that they were 
had shot at JFK. In his gunsight he must have paeceived * 

authority, hut of ^ 
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